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dangerous defiles, there remained but one, a short
quarter of a league from the plain. Our army was
attacked there when it least expected it. The scouts
had beaten the country on all sides, and even quite
near the place where the enemy lay in ambush in the
defile, without discovering them; 2 or 300, who
were farthest in advance, after uttering their yells
usual on such occasions, fired on our advance-guard,
which consisted mostly of Canadians and of our
savages, who were on the flanks. Monsieur de Cail-
leres,* who led them, made them charge in such a
manner that the enemy did not long stand before
them. Meanwhile, from 5 to 600 other Iroquois
tried to take our men in the rear at the same time
that the head of the column was attacked. But
Monsieur de Denonville who perceived their design,
threw forward some battalions, and caused so heavy
a fire to be directed at them that they at once fled.
All our troops were so fatigued after a long and
forced march over bad roads, during extraordinarily
hot weather, in a country which is in the same lati-
tude as Marseilles, that it was not deemed advisable
to pursue the enemy —especially as, in order to do
so, it was mecessary to leave the road and enter
woods of which they had no knowledge, and wherein
the Iroquois might have laid ambushes for our
people and made them fall into them. This was all
the more to be feared, since it was impossible to
march in a body while pursuing foes who run
through the woods like deer. Moreover, as our sav-
ages who could be most relied upon on this occasion
spoke 7 or 8 different languages, there was reason
to apprehend that they might attack one another,
for lack of mutual understanding and recognition.



